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KPU and the research ethics education

Course of Pharmaceutical Sciences Doctoral Program

Tammam Alama

Fame, high position and wealth are considered as the triple
dream for everyone on the planet. Fulfilling that dream,
however, requires a lot of effort and hard working and costs
much of time and money. Unfortunately, some people pre-
fer taking shortcuts by following illegal methods such as
deception. The worst kind of cheating is genuinely to cheat
in a research. Falsifying the data, especially medical data,
dose harm the people who put their trust on researchers in a

way or another. The latest incident of falsifying data spot-
ted the light on researchers, and a question was raised:
"How far should we put our trust in researchers?". Thank-
fully, Japanese government quickly moved to re-evaluate
the research ethical issues and to apply it in the proper way.
Now, every researcher at every Japanese university must go
through a series of research ethical educations and discus-
sions. Unsurprisingly, Kyoto Pharmaceutical University
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(KPU) has responded quickly and started to organize a
yearly small group discussion (SGD) about research ethics.
In August of this year, KPU convened a SGD involved all
graduate students under a close monitoring from KPU staff.
Truly speaking, SGD of KPU was fabulous. For a start, the
teachers handed us an ethical problem, then we were asked
to think about this problem to build our own opinions. After
that, we discussed our different solutions inside a four per-
sons group. Indeed, it took roughly two hours to finalize
our ideas on a white board. Then we had to speak our opin-

S

TO45 MEROHET

ion loud in front of other researchers and teachers. Thereaf-
ter, we were asked to explain why we chose those particular
solutions. At the end we received kind advice and some
corrections from the teachers. Besides, what really draws
attention is the respectful treatment and the cheerful atmos-
phere which prevailed at the meeting place. Henceforth, the
SGD of KPU will also involve undergraduate students and
the staff of KPU. At the end, one has to remember that eth-
ics are before science, and what comes fast -by cheating-
goes also fast.
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